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sipation, sloth, pleasures, and what not will never afford this convenient
time, till the unhappy soul on a sudden shall see herself buried in hell,
and shall feel herself awaked from her lethargy by the smart of the un-
quenchable flames. The other conferences of this judge with St Paul
were equally fruitless. Neither could he extort from him any money, the
apostle having other uses for his alms. Two years after, this governor
was recalled to Rome, in the year 60; and, being accused by the Jews
before Nero, he only escaped the punishment which his crimes deserved
by immense sums of money.

Porcius Festus succeeded him in the government of Judsea, a man of
somewhat better character. St Paul was again impeached by the Jews
before him, but appealed to the emperor that he might not be abandoned
to the rage of malicious prosecutors; and his appeal was admitted by the
governor, being a right and privilege granted, by the laws to Roman
citizens, to secure their lives and fortunes from the arbitrary dealings of
corrupt magistrates. Agrippa the younger (after the death of his father,
the elder Agrippa, in 44) saw Judaea a second time reduced into a Roman
province; but in 48, upon the death of his uncle Herod, King of Chalcis,
was declared by the Emperor Claudius king of that small territory, being
between the Libanus and Antilibanus, with the power of appointing the
high priest of the Jews. The tetrarchate of Galilee, and some other small
principalities, were afterwards added to his dominions. This prince came
to Cassarea to compliment the new governor, bringing with him his sister
Berenice, a lewd and vicious woman, as may be seen in Josephus., Festus
asked the advice of Agrippa what he could write to the emperor con-
cerning his prisoner; and that prince, who had heard much of St Paul,
was very desirous to see him. Therefore the governor caused him the
next day to be brought before him. The apostle, in a solemn audience,
addressed himself to the young king, and explained to him the doctrine
of the resurrection of the dead; and related his own miraculous conversion.
Festus, a worldly man, addicted to his passions and unacquainted with such
spiritual truths, admired the saint's eloquence and sublime doctrine; but
said he was beside himself and that much learning had made him mad.
St Paul calmly replied that his words were not the effects of madness,
but were serious and sober truths; and, for a proof, appealed to the king,
who was not a stranger to the writings of the prophets that were accom-
plished in Christ Agrippa could not but confess that he had almost
persuaded him to become a Christian. It was only almost^ because he
shut his heart against the motion of grace, the Christian faith not being
the fashionable religion in the world. They who neglect to listen to the
call of heaven, and to improve the favourable visit of the Holy Ghost, in
punishment of their abuse of grace usually perish in their sin. St Paul
returned his hearty wishes, that both king and the whole honourable